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Vol 1: How should we understand genocide in the modern world? The Meaning of Genocide is the first
work of its nature to consider the phenomenon within a broad context of world historical development. In this book, Mark
Levene sets out the conceptual issues in the study of genocide, addressing the fundamental problems of defining genocide
and understanding what we mean by perpetrators and victims, before placing it in the context of world history. 

Vol 2: Most books on genocide consider it primarily as a twentieth-century phenomenon. In The Rise of the West and the
Coming of Genocide, Levene argues that this approach fails to grasp its true origins. Genocide developed out of moderni-
ty and the striving for the nation-state, both essentially Western experiences. It was European expansion into all hemi-
spheres between the fifteenth and nineteenth centuries that provided the main stimulus to its pre-1914 manifestations. 

In tracing the phenomenon back beyond the twentieth century to the origins of the nation state, Levene’s study is likely to
transform the way we think about genocide. - London Review of Books

Mark Levene is Reader in Comparative History at the University of Southampton, and in the Parkes Centre for Jewish: non-
Jewish relations. His works include War, Jews and the New Europe (1992) which was awarded the annual Fraenkel Prize in
Contemporary History, and with Penny Roberts ed., The Massacre in History (1999). 
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